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I.​ Committee Background  
Each September, leaders around the world gather at the UN headquarters in New York to discuss 
worldwide problems and solutions. The GA (General Assembly) committee, also known as the 
UNGA, was founded by the United Nations in 1945 after World War II.  This committee was 
created with the purpose of representing the UN and is the main analytical policy-making 
committee. The GA works by debating and creating solutions to fundamental issues around the 
globe, for instance, climate change, poverty, inequality, peace, and global health. However, the 
GA role is one of the most crucial and major committees of the whole decision-making process 
in the UN. 
 
Moreover, the GA provides a balance in the organization by giving smaller and weaker 
governments the chance to participate in global-affecting decisions. This committee brings 
different governments to discuss and have a role in the process of the debates. The committees, 
subcommittees, and organizations of the GA are all focused on different topics; they dive deeply 
and discuss outcomes and resolutions to collaborate and make international decisions, policies, 
or solutions to global problems. 
 
The assembly’s framework uses particular agenda topics and sub-topics to address global issues, 
which are carefully discussed to reach resolutions. This structure makes the GA a fundamental 
key to international policy-making and association. The General Assembly carries a lot of 
political and moral weight, since this committee is key to certain worldwide decisions. 
 

II.​ History of  Topic  
International efforts to prevent civil conflicts have changed significantly over their history of 
various decades; they have evolved in response to changing global dynamics. In the results of 
WWII, there was a crucial moment in international diplomacy marked by the UN, placing an 
emphasis on the need for collaborative actions around the world to maintain the peace and 
security of people. Before, the UN maintained its focus on the interstate problems, but the rising 
incidence of civil conflicts, especially during Cold War times, marked the need to discuss 
internal discord. The UN decided to maximize the mandate to include peacekeeping tasks aimed 
at stabilizing countries going through internal strife.  
 
A significant shift happened during the 90s; the international community’s approach to 
peacekeeping missions had changed. The end of the Cold War accompanied a new time of 
engagement, in which humanitarian concerns gained notability. The R2P, known as the  
 

 



 

 
 
Responsibility to Protect initiative, emerged, arguing that the international community has a duty 
to intercede whenever a state fails to protect its citizens from mass atrocities, for instance, those  
 
arising from civil conflicts. This era also saw the establishment of different regional 
organizations, like the African Union, for example, where active roles in conflict prevention and 
resolution within their regions began.  
 
While the 21st century advanced, the understanding of the original causes of the civil conflict 
made its way to its root, with corruption making its way as a critical factor. The 2000s saw 
increasing notice of the corruption that undermines governments, fuels injustices, and 
destabilizes societies. Some international frameworks, such as the UNCAC (United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption) in 2003, sought to address these issues by encouraging 
accountability and transparency in governments. 
 
Recently, the international community has increasingly sought to highlight the 
interconnectedness of governance and conflict prevention. Initiatives like the SDGs (Sustainable 
Development Goals) emphasize the need for inclusive governance and the reduction of 
inequalities, acknowledging that these factors are key to preventing civil disruption. Moreover, 
the amplification of civil society organizations' advice for good governance and anti-corruption 
measures has further strengthened the call for comprehensive perspectives on conflict 
prevention. 
 
To this day, the scenery of international efforts to prevent civil conflicts continues to evolve. The 
impact of globalization, technological advancements, and shifts in political ability dynamics 
present both challenges and opportunities for conflict prevention. As the world battles with 
issues like economic inequality, climate change, and political instability, the need for a vigorous 
international framework that adds anti-corruption techniques into conflict prevention strategies 
has never been more critical. 
 

III.​ Topic Information 
To strengthen international efforts to prevent civil conflicts, multifaceted approaches to address 
both the root causes of civil conflicts are required. One of the main strategies includes enhancing 
governance structures to ensure their transparency, accountability, and responsiveness to their 
citizens’ needs. Corruption often sustains grievances and undermines trust in institutions, making 
it crucial for governments to implement anti-corruption initiatives that promote accountability 
and integrity. By fostering positive governance, countries can reduce the risks of civil unrest and 
maintain peace. 

 



 

 
 
International organizations play a key role in facilitating collaboration and providing resources 
for conflict prevention initiatives. The United Nations, along with regional bodies like the 
African Union and the European Union, has developed frameworks and programs aimed at  
 
addressing the different factors of civil conflict. These initiatives commonly focus on promoting 
dialogue, reconciliation, and inclusion in political processes, recognizing that marginalized 
groups are often at the forefront of civil discourse. By fostering inclusive governance, 
international efforts can help to divide and create a sense of belonging among diverse 
populations. 
 
Being capable of building the stated factors is a critical aspect of strengthening the international 
efforts to prevent civil conflicts. This includes joining local governments and institutions with 
the tools, the knowledge, and the resources needed to effectively combat corruption and promote 
good governance. International alliances can provide training, technical assistance, and funding 
to support these ideas. By supporting local leaders, the international community can foster 
resilience, letting countries manage their own problems proactively. 
 
Furthermore, the role of civil society in conflict management cannot be overlooked. Grassroots 
organizations and community leaders often have valuable insights into local dynamics and can 
play an important role in promoting transparency and inclusion in governments. International 
efforts should focus on supporting civil society ideas that advocate for good governance and 
encourage citizen participation in the decision-making process. By maximizing local voices, the 
international community can foster a culture of trust, which is essential for long-term stability. 
 
Long-term conflict prevention techniques must also focus on socioeconomic factors that 
contribute to civil discourse. Economic inequalities, lack of access to education, and high 
unemployment rates can empower grievances and lead to conflict. International efforts should 
focus on promoting sustainable development and addressing the underlying disparities that often 
exacerbate tensions. By looking into education, job creation, and social services, countries can 
create more equitable conditions that are less likely to cause discord. 
 
Lastly, the accomplishments of international efforts to prevent civil unrest hinge on sustained 
dedication and collaboration among nations. While short-term interventions may discuss current 
crises, long-term stability requires a holistic approach that includes governance, development, 
and anti-corruption ideas. As the global landscape continues to evolve, the international 
community must remain capable and proactive in its efforts to prevent civil conflict, ensuring 
that peacebuilding dynamics are both effective and relevant in the changing times. 
 

 



 

 

IV.​ Current Issues 
 
Venezuela 
Widespread corruption within the Venezuelan government has contributed significantly to the 
country's socio-economic crisis. The management of resources, particularly in the oil sector 
(historically a cornerstone of Venezuela’s economy), has led to uncontrolled inflation, food 
shortages, and a decline in public services. Corruption has infiltrated every level of government, 
with officials reportedly funneling off billions of dollars intended for social programs and capital 
development. This prevalent culture of apathy has not only eroded public trust but also 
stimulated mass protests and civil rebellion as citizens demand oversight and clarity. 
 
Furthermore, the Venezuelan government’s authoritarian tactics against protestors further 
complicate the situation. The ruling authorities have implemented strategies to silence opposition 
voices, including arbitrary detentions and restrictions on media outlets. This suppression of civil 
liberties has led to an ambiance where corruption can thrive untamed, as journalists and activists 
face severe penalties for exposing malfeasance. The international community has responded with 
punishments aimed at curbing the regime’s corrupt practices, yet the impact on the everyday life 
of Venezuelans remains in dire straits. Managing these issues requires not only dedication to 
reform from the Venezuelan government but also collaborative effort from global entities to 
support democratic processes and uphold human rights.  
 
Syria 
Corruption remains prevalent in Syria, worsening the humanitarian crisis and harming efforts for 
peace and stability. The government, afflicted by allegations of embezzlement and bribery, has 
diverted crucial resources meant for reconstruction and aid into the hands of a select few, often 
linked to the ruling elite. This inefficiency not only stifles economic recovery but also 
exacerbates the suffering of ordinary citizens who continue to face deficits of food, medicine, 
and essential services. The absence of transparency and accountability has facilitated a culture of 
impunity, in which those who disclose corruption in the Syrian government are often silenced or 
persecuted, further eroding liability in public institutions.  
 
The constant civil discourse surrounding Syria has led to one of the poorest humanitarian crises 
in recent history, with millions displaced and numerous lives lost. The fragmentation of the 
country into diverse blocs and territories controlled by different armed groups complicates the 
situation, making it difficult to initiate an undefined peace process. Citizens are caught in the 
crossfire, meeting not only violence but also the devastating effects of economic failure, 
widespread unemployment, and a crumbling healthcare system. The situation is further  
 

 



 

 
exacerbated by external interventions and geopolitical rivalries that hinder the prospects for 
reconciliation. 
 
Somalia 
Corruption is a significant issue in Somalia, hindering the country’s recovery and development. 
Many government officials are accused of taking money meant for public services, such as 
hospitals and schools, for their own personal use. As a result, every day, citizens struggle to 
access basic needs, such as food, education, clean water, and healthcare. This lack of liability in 
the government causes frustration among people, who feel that their voices are not heard and that 
their needs are ignored. 
 
The civil conflicts in Somalia have caused immense torment for its people. For decades, fighting 
between various groups has led to violence and instability, forcing many families to flee their 
homes. As a result, millions of Somalis live in refugee camps or in other countries, facing 
challenges like poverty, lack of education, and healthcare problems. The ongoing conflict also 
makes it difficult for humanitarian organizations to deliver aid, as they frequently encounter 
dangerous situations. 

 
Nicaragua 
Nicaragua has faced civil conflicts that have caused significant hardship for its people, especially 
in recent years. In 2018, protests erupted against President Daniel Ortega over issues like social 
security reforms and political repression. These protests were met with violence, leading to the 
deaths of many protestors and widespread fear. 
 
Corruption is a serious issue in Nicaragua that affects the lives of many citizens. Government 
officials have been accused of misusing public funds and biasing friends and family in resources 
like healthcare, education, and business deals. For example, reports have shown that money 
intended for education and healthcare often disappears or is poorly managed. 
 
 

V.​ UN Actions 
The United Nations play an important role in helping countries prevent civil unrest around the 
globe. They believe that powerful, accountable, and honest governments are crucial for peace 
keeping and stability. To achieve this, the UN encourages programs that teach effective 
governance and anti-corruption practices. They foster training for government officials so that 
they can manage public resources effectively and transparently. By promoting countries to 
embrace justice, fair law, and systems, the UN aims to create a world where citizens trust their 
leaders.  
 

 



 

 
 
In addition to training, the UN works with various countries and institutions to strengthen 
international collaboration against corruption. Transparency International is a global organization  
that advocates for anti-corruption measures and helps countries revamp their governance. The 
World Bank also supports funding and technical aid to encourage projects aimed at reducing 
corrupt governance and enhancing transparency for a trustful government. 
 
In countries like Venezuela, Syria, Somalia, and Nicaragua, the UN’s efforts are key in 
addressing both civil conflict and corruption. In Venezuela, the UN has raised concerns about 
corruption and its impact on the economy, looking for reforms to help the struggling population. 
In Syria, the UN is promoting peace lectures and restoring trust in the government, which is 
crucial for rebuilding the country after years of war. For Somalia, the UN supports tactics that 
aim to strengthen government institutions and reduce corrupt governance, helping the country. 
Similarly in Nicaragua, the UN addresses the urge for a transparent government to ensure 
citizens that they can live and express themselves safely. 
 

VI.​ Conclusion 
The efforts of the United Nations as well as other international organizations to prevent civil 
conflicts through anti-corruption initiatives are essential for creating an effective and peaceful 
world. By promoting positive governance, accountability, and honesty, these organizations help 
countries debate the root causes of civil disruption. As observed in various global contexts, 
including countries like Venezuela, Syria, Somalia, and Nicaragua, the fight against corruption is 
intertwined with the fight for stability and peace. Strengthening these governance structures not 
only fosters trust among citizens but also encourages active participation in the political process. 
 
As we move forward, the international community must remain committed to these ideas, 
recognizing that effective conflict prevention requires a multifaceted approach. Encouraging 
local governments and civil society organizations will be crucial in building resilient societies 
able to manage their own challenges. Additionally addressing socioeconomic disparities and 
promoting inclusive governance will further minimize the risk of civil conflicts. By contributing 
and sharing resources, nations can collaborate to create a safer world, ensuring that lessons 
learned from past conflicts guide future moves. 
 

VIII.​ Guiding Questions 
1.​ How has the focus of the UN evolved from interstate issues to civil conflicts? 
2.​ How can civil society contribute to efforts in conflict management? 
3.​ How does corruption act as a root cause of civil conflict? 

 



 

 

4.​ In what ways can enhancing governance structures help prevent civil conflicts? 
5.​ What socioeconomic factors are identified as contributors to civil unrest?  
6.​ Why is inclusive governance critical for peacebuilding efforts? 
7.​ How can international alliances assist local governments in combating corruption? 
8.​ What is the primary purpose of the General Assembly in the UN? 
9.​ What role do international organizations play in conflict prevention? 
10.​What challenges do grassroot organizations face in promoting transparency and 

accountability? 
11.​How has globalization influenced the dynamics of conflict prevention in the 21st 

century? 
12.​What comprehensive strategies should the international community adopt to ensure 

long-term conflict prevention? 
13.​How does the management of natural resources impact civil stability, particularly in 

resource-rich countries? 
14.​How do the Sustainable Development Goals relate to conflict prevention efforts? 
15.​What lessons can be learned from past conflicts that could inform current and future 

approaches to preventing civil unrest?  
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